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(F­AH) Affordable Housing    x  x  x 
(F­EC) Ecological Conservation  x  x    x 
(F­AC) Agricultural 
Conservation  
x  x    x 
(F­CD) Community 
Development 
  x    x 
(F­ED) Economic Development    x    x 
(F­SG) Smart Growth  x  x    x 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Most literature on government land banking dates back to the 1970s and 1980s. During this period 
government land banking was under debate as an effective means to control housing prices and contain 
urban growth. Little literature past the late 1980s could be found on this topic, one reason for this could 
be a move away from direct government interference in the market economy through the adoption of 
more neo-liberal policies since this period. However, it is important to learn more about this practice of 
local or regional government acquisition of land because as described above, one of the greatest 
challenges for the conservation and community land trust models is the acquisition of land. Future 
research should explore how much land is owned by local or regional governments in Alberta and British 
Columbia to assess if it is possible for this type of donation to take place. I would hypothesise that the 
neoliberal government policies over the past thirty years have discouraged government land banking 
practices and that many local and regional governments have sold their former land banks into the market 
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 These land protection strategies go by various names (strategic conservation 


























































plans, focus area plans and so forth) and may be in the form of written 
descriptions, maps or notes for internal guidance. Regardless of form or 
name, these priority or focus areas are the places where the land trust works 
proactively to accomplish its conservation goals. A focus area can encompass 
various ecological or cultural resources and overlap political jurisdictions, but 
generally has some cohesive element. Examples include a small watershed, 
an undeveloped stretch of shoreline, a cluster of farms or ranches, a grouping 
of prime agricultural soils, or a specific mountain peak. A land trust may 
have several focus areas within its operating territory (Canadian Land Trust 
Alliance, 2005, p. 16) 
 Criteria are the rough screens that a land trust uses to assess land 
conservation projects at the outset (Canadian Land Trust Alliance, 2005, p. 
16) 
 In addition to the federal income tax benefits available under the Canadian 
Revenue Agency and Environment Canada, an increasing number of 
provinces are offering tax credits to land and conservation agreement donors 
(Canadian Land Trust Alliance, 2005, p. 17) 
 Application for certification under the Ecological Gift Program is the 
responsibility of the donor, not the land trust. Because donors may apply for 
Ecological Gift certification up to three years after the donation, in 
circumstances where a project is not intended to be submitted under the 
Ecological Gifts program, the land trust and the donor should sign an 
agreement acknowledging this (Canadian Land Trust Alliance, 2005, p. 17) 
 The land trust must identify and document the conservation values of each 
property it protects for several reasons: to clarify the benefit to the public; to 
determine whether the property is significant enough to warrant the land 
trust’s involvement; to decide how best to protect the property; to establish a 
baseline of the land’s condition; and to defend the property over time from 
conflicting land use activities (Canadian Land Trust Alliance, 2005, p. 17) 
 Land trusts have a wide array of options for structuring transactions. From 
the point of view of how the resources are protected, there are certain major 
considerations, including; Is fee ownership or a conservation agreement 
preferable? To what extent may development or other uses of the property be 
allowed? Can the land trust undertake the required long-term monitoring, 
management and enforcement responsibilities? How can the property’s 
important conservation values best be maintained? (Canadian Land Trust 














































































































































































































































part of the property title” (Merenlender, Huntsinger, Guthey, & Fairfax, 2004, p. 67). 




























































• Missions of land trusts also vary, may include (Merenlender, Huntsinger, Guthey, & Fairfax, 
2004): 
o Protecting habitat 
o Watersheds 
o Historic resources 
o Open space 
o Working forests or farms, or  
o A single locally cherished site.  
• Three major tools of the land trust are (Merenlender, Huntsinger, Guthey, & Fairfax, 2004, p. 
68): 
o Conservation easement (described above) 
o Pre-acquisition- a land trust acquires a property, then resells or otherwise transfers all 
or part to a public or private owner - there has been a hostile reception to this 
technique by several rural communities because it can create public land that is 
protected from certain uses and not taxed 
o Private reserves - land trusts own all or some of their acquisitions outright (i.e., in fee 
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P a g e  | 103 
Karen Heisler 
 
creates an environment that is more democratic and doesn’t restrict individual autonomy – a 
criticism of the “command system” of the CLT model which restricts individual owners 
behaviour through rules (Swann, 1989) 
• CLB concept was more urban in application (Swann, 1989) 
• CLT concept mostly applied in rural areas (Swann, 1989) 
• A basic objective of the CLB concept is to create an independent economic and political unit 
(Swann, 1989) 
• There is discussion between the role of the external community in CLT and CLB models – in 
the CLT model the presence of external community members on the Board is viewed as a way 
of ensuring that the CLT remain true to decisions in the best interest of the CLT and does not 
revert to decision‐making that is only focussed on individual wealth and interest (Swann, 
1989) 
• The CLB model sees this external control as problematic because it will disrupt the self‐
governance principle of the CLB – based on the premise that as share – holders in the CLB 
individuals will be motivated to maintain the community motivate to maintain the community 
benefit component of the model because they will also benefit individually (Swann, 1989) 
• The property tenure relationships built‐in the constitution of the CLB are designed to interlink 
with the political tenure relationship of its management to provide self‐limiting and so self‐
managing checks and balances form within‐ not form outside (Swann, 1989) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
